
Pre-AP English 9 Syllabus 
Ms. Evans 

Room T14/ 696-5633 
pevans@amphi.com 

 
Welcome to CDO and to my class! Pre-AP English 9 is a course designed to prepare freshman 
students for AP English or the IB program; as such it is more rigorous than on-level English 9 
though much of the reading is the same. Pre-AP students will engage in higher-order thinking 
through literary and rhetorical analysis and writing. Students will work independently and in 
cooperative groups to enhance their skills and increase their depth of knowledge and 
experience with challenging texts. Our objectives, for the year and each day, are aligned with 
Arizona’s English Language Arts Standards. 
 
Arizona’s English Language Arts Standards: Use the link below to see the PDF that covers the 
standards for Grades 9-10. 
https://cms.azed.gov/home/GetDocumentFile?id=585aab01aadebe12481b8455 
 

First Semester 
Short Stories and Nonfiction 
Novel: Of Mice and Men 
Rhetoric: Speeches 
Poetry 

Second Semester 
Epic Poetry: The Odyssey 
Drama: Romeo and Juliet 
Novel: All Quiet on the Western Front 
Poetry 

 
Learning tasks will include reading, writing, projects and cooperative learning tasks. Expect 
quizzes on reading and a skills-based cumulative final exam each semester.  
 
Supplies: 
Binder with college-ruled paper 
Folder, for assignments 
Composition Book (not a spiral notebook)  
Pencils, pens, highlighter, post-it notes (tab kind are great) 
Access to printer for assignments (the library labs are open early in the morning if your printer is 
down or you do not have one).  
 
Behavioral Expectations: 
Be kind- offer assistance and support to others, encourage others 
Be courteous and tolerant of others’ opinions, use positive language 
Be on time and ready to learn 
Listen to your teacher - follow directions the first time you are asked 
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The Do-nots: 
1. No food in class, but you may have a drink with a lid that fastens. I will allow students to 

chew gum as long as i do not hear it, If I do, I will ask you to throw it away. On block or 
testing days, we might take a brief break in which small snacks are allowed: this will be 
determined later 

2. No cell phones: There is a cabinet and a cell phone slot for each student. On occasion, 
you’ll use your phone for an activity, but on most days you will not have access. Phones 
should be silent. If a parent needs to reach you they may call the front office. 

3. Restroom: Students may use the restroom but should not abuse the privilege. On regular 
days (when all class periods meet) it shouldn’t be necessary to use the restroom. On 
block days, I get it. You must have your ID and the hall pass. You will sign-out when you 
go: one student may use the restroom at a time. 

4. Profanity and racial or prejudicial language will not be tolerated. Use of profanity, or any 
language that is offensive to anyone, may result in disciplinary action and will most 
certainly result in a call home. 
 

This class is an opportunity for you to learn about others’ perspectives, and my expectations 
and rules are designed to facilitate a positive learning environment. If I feel there is an issue, I 
will speak to you directly. If the behavior improves, we’re good. If you continue to have difficulty 
meeting expectations or following the rules, I will call home and a referral may be sent to 
administration. Please understand that disciplinary referrals can adversely affect your status as 
a CDO student in the near future or in future years. 
 
Students with accommodations should self-advocate: communicate with me in a timely manner 
so that I can make adjustments and provide appropriate accommodations. 
 
Homework:  
Expect homework. Your outside reading (250 pages a semester) is yours to complete 
independently. Your will have additional reading assignments and/or writing assignments on a 
daily or  weekly basis, so please consult unit plans and the Google classroom regularly.  
 
Grading: 
Please check the English department’s Grading Policy:  
You will be provided with rubrics and/or checklists that describe expectations for assignments: 
these will be accessible online (Google Classroom) or handed out to you in class. 
Some work, especially in-class work, may be graded for completion. Your participation in 
classroom activities is essential to earning these points.  
 
Grading for Lengthy Writing Assignments:  
More lengthy writing assignments (essays) require more time to grade, and comments on 
student work will not be exhaustive but will be instructive. If you wish for more feedback on an 
essay, I will happily provide that feedback in a conference during tutorial period. You may also 



revise one essay a semester to improve your grade, but you must meet with me prior to 
completing your revision. These conferences are your best opportunity to improve your writing. 
 
Class Participation/Preparation 
Participation points are earned daily. Be on time, have your materials, including any handouts, 
and be ready and willing to engage in all classroom activities: discussions, groups, partner 
activities and desk work. Most days will begin with bellwork (to be completed in your 
composition book): your prompt will be on the board and the expectation is that you are working 
on it at the bell.  
 
Late Work:  
Unless there are mitigating circumstances, late assignments will not receive full credit.  
One day late: lose 10% of earned grade 
Two days late: lose 20% of earned grade 
Three days late: lose 30%  
Four days late: lose 40% 
Five days late: lose 50% 
  
I strongly advise that students meet with me if they have been absent or know they will miss 
class. Tutorial is an excellent opportunity for this.  
 
Grading Scale: 
100-90 = A or A- (91 or less) 
80-89 = B or B- (81 or less) 
70-79 = C or C- (71 or less) 
60-69 = D or D- (61 or less) 
F = 57% or below 
 
Other Resources/Procedures 
There will be times when you need to access assignments or handouts online. Please be 
prepared with these in hand for the day’s lesson.  
 
Google Classroom: go to classroom.google.com, class code= ncv3nki 
Teacher Web page: https://www.amphi.com/Domain/2345 
The teacher web page will have links for your course, but documents will be available on the 
Google Classroom. I will post unit plans both places. 
Turnitin.com: Final drafts of more substantial writing assignments, and maybe some first drafts, 
will be turned in electronically to Turnitin.com. This site is a plagiarism check and an amazing 
resource for students. You will receive a code and key to join. The student user guide can be 
found here: 
https://guides.turnitin.com/01_Manuals_and_Guides/Student_Guides/01_Quick_Start_Guide 
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Note on Plagiarism: Simply stated, plagiarism is the intentional or inadvertent copying of 
another person’s words or ideas without giving the creator/author credit. Plagiarized work will 
result in no-credit for the assignment. You will receive instruction on academic integrity: when 
in doubt, cite the source and ask your teacher!  
 
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
- 
After reviewing syllabus, please print your name, sign and date and have your parent/guardian 
do the same. 
Return to me (= 15 points) 
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After reviewing syllabus, please print your name, sign and date and have your 
parent/guardian do the same. 
Return to me (= 15 points) 
 
 
I have read and understand the policies and procedures described above and have reviewed 
the policies set forth by the Amphitheater School District and Canyon del Oro High School. 
 
Print Student’s Name 
 Last First 

  

Student Signature  Date 

  

 
 
Please Print Parent’s Name 
Last First 

  

Parent Signature: Date: 

  

 


